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was followed by a second cable that a high personage was much
annoyed by the statement in the Chicago paper. This set the Foreign
Office in a flutter. I got on the telephone to Walter Long in Wilt-
shire. He said that he must see the evidence before publication, but
to allay public disquiet he would be glad if I would circulate to the
press a statement that the evidence was coming. I got a message
through at ii p.m. At midnight Captain Hall brought the transcript,
which left for Wiltshire by messenger by the 5.30 a.m. train.
May 22. To-day a telegram from Lord French urging immediate
publication.
The messenger brought back at 3 p.m. a note from Long approving
the transcript. Meanwhile, seeing the note in the press, the Prime
Minister telephoned for a copy, which I sent off to Walton Heath. On
receiving it the Prime Minister telephoned that it was much too bold,
and a new introduction must be written. At 6 p.m. I was told to hold
myself in readiness to see the Prime Minister, but at six-fifteen they
called me over to the Foreign Office about Lord Reading's telegrams,
which had scared them and Walter Long. I explained their meaning,
namely, that the President approved publication here provided that
his name was not brought in, as he feared the Irish vote. Meanwhile
the Prime Minister's secretary asked me to write an introduction for
discussion at the War Cabinet, and as Eric Drummond and Batterby
both seconded this, I spent the evening drafting it.
May 23. I breakfasted with Captain Hall, who approved the draft,
and handed a copy to Walter Long, who had forgotten all about
interning and talked disappointedly about the evidence being in-
sufficent for a trial. The Cabinet was fixed for six-thirty. At Long's
request I sent a copy of my memorandum to the Prime Minister and
was told to stand by in case of need. At seven forty-five Captain Hall
was sent for. The debate in the Cabinet lasted for forty minutes,
Carson and others arguing against publication, the Prime Minister
and Austen Chamberlain in favour. Then the meeting stood
adjourned and Shortt, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, went back
with Hall to inspect the later cables that could not be published for
fear of telling the Germans how we get them. Meanwhile the Sinn
Feiners in prison are behaving very well. Public excitement is keener
than ever, the Government being much criticised at the delay.